Appl.No. 10/014,720 

Response dated Jul. 14, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of Mar. 14, 2005 



AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS: 

The attached sheets of drawings include changes to Figs. II, 1J, IK, 25, 27 and 29. The sheet 
which includes Fig. II replaces the original sheet including Fig. II, the sheet which includes Fig. 1J 
replaces the original sheet including Fig. 1J, the sheet which includes Fig. IK replaces the original sheet 
including Fig. IK, the sheet which includes Fig. 25 replaces the original sheet including Fig. 25, the sheet 
which includes Fig. 27 replaces the original sheet including Fig. 27, and the sheet which includes Fig. 29 
replaces the original sheet including Fig. 29. In Figs. II, 1 J and IK, the term "Table" is replaced with the 
term "Figure", and in Figs. 25, 27 and 29, reference characters are removed. 

Attachments: Six Replacement Sheets 

Six Annotated Sheets Showing Changes 
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REMARKS 

Entry of this amendment and reconsideration of the present application, as amended, are 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-6, 8-20 and new claim 21 are pending in this application, claim 7 has been cancelled. 
Claims 1-6 and 8-20 are amended. Unless an argument is made below in support of the patentability of 
each of these claims over a cited prior art reference in view of an amendment to the claim, the changes to 
the claims do not relate to patentability. 

Oath/Declaration 

The Examiner notes that papers labeled Table II, 1 J and IK were included with the Oath and 
may have been misfiled. The papers designated Table II, 1 J and IK are actually part of the drawings and 
constitute Figs. II, 1 J and IK mentioned in the specification. Reorganization of the application as filed is 
respectfully requested. To this end, Tables II, 1 J and IK are re-submitted herewith and designated Figs. 
II, Uand IK. 

Drawings 

In response to the Examiner's objection to the drawings, submitted herewith are replacement 
sheets for Figs. 25, 27 and 29 in which reference characters not mentioned in the description have been 
removed. 

Proposed revised Figs. II, 1 J and IK are also submitted in which the term "Table 55 is replaced 
with the term "Figure". 

As noted above, Table IK was misfiled and was not considered as Figure IK as it should have 
been. Consideration of proposed revised Figure IK is respectfully requested. 

In view of the submission of proposed revised Figs. II, 1J, IK, 25, 27 and 29, it is respectfully 
submitted that the Examiner's objection to the drawings has been overcome and should be removed. 

Specification 

In response to the Examiner's objections to the disclosure, a substitute specification is submitted 
herewith in which the informalities noted by the Examiner have been corrected. Also, the Summary of 
the Invention section of the application has been shortened to provide a concise description of the 
invention and the material omitted from the Summary of the Invention section is now set forth in the 
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Detailed Description of the Invention section of the application. A marked-up copy of the original 
specification showing the changes made is also submitted herewith. 

No new matter is introduced by the changes to the specification. 

Claims 10 and 17 are amended to remove the informalities noted by the Examiner. 

In view of the submission of the substitute specification and changes to claims 10 and 17 5 it is 
respectfully submitted that the Examiner's objections to the disclosure and claims 10 and 17 have been 
overcome and should be removed. 

Claim Reiections-35 U.S.C. §112 

Claim 12 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, on the grounds that the term 
"substantially similar" is indefinite. 

Claim 12 is amended to remove the word "substantially" so that the Examiner's rejection has 
been overcome and should be removed. 

Claim Reiections-35 U.S.C. §101 

Claims 9-12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §101 on the grounds that data structures not 
embodied in computer-readable media are not statutory subject matter. 

Claim 9 is amended to include the feature of "embodying the database in computer-readable 
media" and therefore, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner's rejection of claims 9-12 under 35 
U.S.C. §101 has been overcome and should be removed. 

Claim Reiections-35 U.S.C. gl02(eV35 U.S.C. $ 103(a) 

Claims 1-14 and 17-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(e) as being anticipated by Robertson 
(U.S. Pat. No. 6,609,106), claim 15 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(A) as being unpatentable over 
Robertson in view of Hammons (U.S. Pat. No. 6,477,509) and claim 16 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Robertson in view of Leason (U.S. Pat. No. 5,898,594). 

The Examiner's rejections are respectfully traversed in view of amendments to independent 
claims 1,9, 13 and 18. 

With respect to claims 1 -8, claim 1 is now directed to a method for an event organizer to arrange 
the receipt of gifts for the event and services rendered in conjunction with the event including the steps 
of displaying to gift givers gifts and services in a database and a "second" price which is greater than a 
"first" price and upon receipt of funds from the gift givers equal to the second price, determining a 
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difference between the first and second prices upon receipt of funds from the gift giver equal to the 
second price, directing at least part of the difference in price to an account of the organizer, and enabling 
the organizer to use the at least part of the difference in price to purchase gifts and services in the 
database prior to the event. 

In this embodiment of the invention, the event organizer is able to obtain gifts and services 
sought for the event and also receive additional funds to use to purchase gifts and services for the event 
prior to the event. Thus, a portion of the gift-givers funds are applied to obtain the gift or services 
designated by the gift-gives while another portion can be used by the event organizer as they see fit. 

Robertson does not disclose, teach or suggest inflating a price to be displayed to gift givers so as 
to enable the event organizer to receive funding for purchase of gifts and services prior to the event. The 
Examiner referred to col. 25, lines 35-39 to support the assertion of a difference in price being present 
and usable by the event organizer. However, this portion of the Robertson merely mentions the event 
organizer receiving a benefit for use of the gift-giving system, and does not and cannot imply the 
intentional inflation of prices for gifts or services to be displayed to gift-givers for the purpose of 
allowing the event organizer to use excess funds above the cost of the gift or services in order to purchase 
gifts or services prior to the event. 

As such, Robertson cannot anticipate or render obvious the embodiment of the invention set forth 
in claim 1 or in claims 2-8 which depend therefrom. 

With respect to claims 9-12, claim 9 is now directed to a method for coordinating payment for 
products and services in connection with an event in which upon acceptance by a provider of goods and 
services to a specified manner of payment associated therewith, the provider of the goods and services is 
contractually obligated to deliver the goods and services for the event, benefit for the event organizer is 
generated based on the contractual obligation, and the event organizer is able to use the benefit to obtain 
goods and services for use at the event. 

In this embodiment of the invention, the event organizer is able to receive a benefit (such as 
funds) resulting from the creation of a contractual obligation relating to goods or services prior to the 
event which can be used to obtain goods or services for use at the event . 

Robertson does not disclose, teach or suggest generating a benefit for the event organizer from an 
obligation to provide goods and services for the event and enabling use of that benefit for other goods 
and services for use at the event. 

Robertson describes a registry of products whereby based on the frequency of participation in the 
registry, credit toward future purchases may be provided to the event organizer (see col. 25, lines 35-39). 
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There is absolutely no disclosure of creating such a benefit upon establishing a contractual obligation to 
provide goods or services for the event and also enabling use of such a benefit for goods and services to 
be used at the event. 

As such, Robertson cannot anticipate or render obvious the embodiment of the invention set forth 
in claim 9 or in claims 10-12 which depend therefrom. 

With respect to claims 13-20, the feature of the templates recited in independent claims 13 and 
18 has been clarified. As now set forth in claim 13, the event comprises a plurality of elements relating to 
goods and services for the event, each element having a plurality of different alternatives and each 
template includes a single alternative for each of the plurality of elements and identification information 
of providers of the goods and services associated with the alternatives. As now set forth in claim 1 8, the 
service comprises a plurality of elements, each element having a plurality of different alternatives and 
each template includes a single alternative for each of the plurality of elements and identification 
information of providers of the goods and services associated with the alternatives. 

As shown in Fig. IE, a template for an event such as a wedding comprises various elements, such 
as style, capacity, price, distance, food, location and viewing options. Each element has variations or 
alternatives, e.g., location may be lake shore, a hall or a hotel. Multiple templates are created each with a 
different combination of alternatives (see Figs. IE and IF). These templates are made available for 
purchase and used to realize the event described by the template by associating the information about the 
providers of the goods and services needed to realize the alternatives with the template. 

Robertson does not disclose, teach or suggest creating templates with specific information about 
elements of an event to enable the event to be duplicated upon realization of the template. Rather, 
Robertson provides all registrants with a list of available goods to be selected with the registrant being 
required to peruse the entire list of items available and select one to be included in the registry. Each 
registrant follows the same procedure and reviews the entire list of available goods and selects those they 
want included in their registry. 

By contrast, in the invention, pre-created templates are presented with a single alternative for 
different elements, e.g., for a wedding there would be a single floral arrangement, a single type of food, a 
single location, a single type of band. The event organizer would not be required to select a particular 
floral arrangement from a plurality of such, a particular location from a plurality of such, etc. Rather, the 
event organizer would be able to quickly scan the descriptions of the templates and choose one having 
most if not all of the desired alternatives, i.e., a pre-packaged event. 
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Since Robertson does not disclose any such creation of templates, it cannot anticipate or render 
obvious the embodiments of the invention set forth in claims 13 and 18 or in claims 14-17, 19 and 20 
which depend therefrom. 

In view of the changes to claims 1, 9, 13 and 18 and the arguments presented above, it is 
respectfully submitted that the Examiner's rejections of claims 1-20 have been overcome and should be 
removed. 

New Claim 

Claim 21 is added and directed to additional embodiment of the invention. In view of the 
cancellation of claim 7, no fee is due for the presentation of new claim 21 . 

Petition for Extension 

Applicant hereby petitions for a one-month extension to extend the time for response to the 
Office Action mailed March 14, 2005 for one month from June 14, 2005 to July 14, 2005. A Form 2038 
for payment of the petition fee of $60, applicant qualifying for small entity status, is enclosed. 

An early and favorable action on the merits upon entry and consideration of this amendment is 
earnestly solicited. 



FOR THE APPLICANT 
Respadtfiilly Remitted, 




'35,336 
Brian Roffe, Esq. 
1 1 Sunrise Plaza, Suite 303 
Valley Stream, New York 1 1 580-61 1 1 
Tel.: (5 16) 256-5636 
Fax: (516)256-5638 

Ends. 



Marked-Up Copy of Original Specification 
Substitute Specification 

Replacement Sheets for Figs. II, 1J 9 IK, 25, 27 and 29 
Annotated Sheets for Figs. II, 1 J, IK, 25, 27 and 29 
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